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From the Director’s Corner...

On July 12-15, 2007 32 delegates from'the Diocésgamden along with 2500 other
delegates from all over America and'the Virgin melewent/on a powerful journey of life
as Disciples of Christ.

If | had one wish to-come true, it would be tha¢msvperson reading this newsletter would
have found'themselves attending Congress X in Ryfféy on July 12-15,.2007.

This issue-of is dedicated to Congress X. "Hopefully by
reading this newsletter, my wish will become a iphreality, that each of you receives the
gifts and'blessings of Congress X.

These are stories of our brothers and sisters fnandiocese who were on a journey of
faith. A journey to encounter the closeness ofigethe guidance of the Holy Spirit and
the incredible awesome love of God the Father.

Deacon William-G=dohnson, Director
Office of Black Catholic Ministry

History tells us that Black Catholics were thetfits hold a national lay
Catholic Congress in the United States. The Casgoéfered opportunities
for Black Catholics to speak for themselves onisiseies of evangelization,
spirituality, education and the plight of Black Arimans.

The National Black Catholic Congress is compriséanember organiza-
tions, that represents African American Roman Qatho NBCC works-in collaboration
with National Roman Catholic organizations. Then@@ss serves to motivate and in-
spire Catholic'leaders to share the Gospel with bezmof the black community, develop
methods of evangelization within the context ofitls®cial and economic.conditions, de-
vise strategies’forimplementation, and develofaakiCatholic agenda.

HOW DID NBCC BEGIN

o

lished byNBCC as the African American Catholic Tribune.
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. NBCC was founded by Daniel Rudd, in 1889. Daniel Rudds born on August 7, 1854 to Robert and Elizabeth
% Rudd. Daniel was one of 12 children. His fatheisva slave on the Rudd estate near Bardstown, &gnand his
““1" mother was a slave of the Hayden family in BardstoBoth parents were Catholic. After the Civil WWRudd moved
i to Springfield, Ohio in order to get a secondarfjost education. In 1886 he began a Black newspepked the
“Ohio State Tribune”. That same year Rudd charfgeds of the weekly newspaper and gave it the néngerican
Catholic Tribune” the only Catholic Journal ownedlgublished by a Colored man. The Newsletterésgntly pub-

In 1889 Rudd, called together the very first NagibBlack Catholic Congress. This meeting was la¢ld

St. Augustine Catholic Church in Washington, D.C. 1.

CGiooned on page 2.



Continued from page 1How Did NBCC Begin?

The purpose of the meeting was to address the refeack
Catholics. Distinguished men of African descemnedgrom all
over the United States to participate in this histevent.
President Grover Cleveland invited two hundred glaties to the
White House for a meeting.

The Second Black Congress was held in Cincinnaliio On
1890. This Congress focused on “the most imperataed for
education.” It also called for the establishmehaw industrial
School and demanded the abolition of the slaveetiad\frica.

The Third Catholic Congress was held in Philadelphi
Pennsylvania in 1892. A committee was formed tandup a
constitution for a permanent organization. It algent on re-
cord favoring “education of the races” as well apporting the
provisions of the Brussels Treaty against the steage in
Africa.

The Fourth Black Congress was held in Chicagondis in
1893. Discriminatory actions in Catholic schookrgvattacked.
Questions surfaced regarding whether the Negrolgheturn
to Africa, and the establishment of schools andraes for
blacks. The newly created St. Peter Claver Cathdfiion was
approved, 5000 people attended this meeting.

The Fifth Black Catholic Congress was held in Badire,
Maryland in 1894. The president of this Congreas w

Dr. William Lofton who addressed the Congress, taged, “We
hope to hail the day...when the American people,hierarchy
of the Catholic Church and the laity shall riseinghe might
and stamp out the prejudice which is today destgyhe life’s
blood of the country.”

After the Fifth Congress these forums came to amimbend.
There was not another meeting of Black Catholic§l uhe

founding of the Knights of St. Peter Claver in 1908 1925,
the Federated Colored Catholics held a National€otion. It
is believed that this group met annually until 194%he Na-
tional Office of Black Catholics founded in 1960dhsponsored
National Conferences in 1980, Chicago, lllinois1®82, Hous-
ton, Texas and in 1984, New Orleans.

The Sixth Congress convened in Washington, D.Q9&87, and
started the National Movement which called Africamericans
to take more active roles in articulated conceffrBlack
Catholics. Nearly 1,500 delegates, observers,rabveindred
priests, and over fifty bishops filled the Natioi&irine of the
Immaculate Conception. The main work of the Cosgreas
the formulation and approval of a National Blackidic
Pastoral Plan.

The Seventh Congress convened in New Orleans, iaoais
1992. Close to 2,000 of the country’s African Aman
Catholics gathered to discuss the African AmeriEamily. It
was after a comprehensive planning process onatteop Afri-

Publication, “A Balm in Gilead: Programs for Paris
implementation, “that related to the African AmamcFamily.”

The Eighth Congress convened in Baltimore, Maryldrg®7. Built on
the successes of previous Congresses to estabistioaal consultative
and educational forum on the call to evangelizatiodpproximately
3500 participants attended this Congress whichuded cardinals,
bishops, clergy, religious and lay leaders who stari to African
Americans in the Catholic Church. Another compardrthe Congress
was the dedication of tH®ur Mother of Africa Chapel” at the Na-
tional Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immkde Conception in
Washington, D.C. Approximately 4,000 participantso traveled from
various dioceses attended this historic event.

The outcome of the Eighth Congress was t
publication of the document “The call to
Evangelization: Ambassadors Speaking
Christ.” The publication offers resources, s
gestions, and other information designed tq
used throughout the calendar year.

The Ninth Congress convened in Chicago,
nois, 2002. Congress IX theme was: “Afrid
American Black Catholic Leadership in t
21st Century: Solidarity in Action.”

The outcome of the Ninth Congress was the approvéie Congress
IX Pastoral Plan of Action on the eight core prpats: Africa,

Catholic Education, HIV/AIDS, Parish Life, Socialislice, Racism,
Spirituality, and Youth and Young Adults.

++++++++++

| Have seen a glimpse of Heaven...

The Trinity was there! God the Father, God the Sot God the Holy
Spirit. Mary, the Mother of Jesus was there. tA# angels and Saints
in heaven and earth were there. | had such ase@ming feeling
these four days of my life! | was able to trulysd didn't have a
worry in the world.”

On July 12th, Thursday morning, | met 21 deleg&tes our Diocese
at the Adams Mark Hotel in Buffalo. These faithfulhich included

seven youth and two sisters from the archdiocedehdadelphia, rode
all night on a bus from Camden, stopping in Wilntergto pick up

twenty brothers and sisters from the Wilmingtond2ise. They arrived
At the hotel at 10 AM expecting to freshen up fbe topening cere-
mony of Congress X which would begin at 3 PM. Tlus driver was
told no one would be able to check in until 3 P&nic was about to
happen. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, Indg approached an
angel by the name of Brenda behind the hotel negish desk. Within

one hour every delegate from our diocese was aigmoom.

God was alive! He had Brenda there for us.

It was uplifting to see so many Black Bishops,
priests, deacons, religious brothers and sisters i
f attendance. | was humbled to be chosen as th
Deacon of the Word for the Opening Eucharistic
Liturgy.

can American Catholics that the topic of the AfrnicAmerican
Family emerged as the theme for Congress VII.

The outcome of the Seventh Congress was the apdpofva
eleven Pastoral Statements, eight Public PolicieStants and a

Continued on page 3



Continued from page 2Glimpse of Heaven

Camden native,

Most Rev. George V. Murry was the
Presider. | not only had a glimpse
of heaven, | was in heaven!

Friday began with the Eucharistic Liturgy at
8 AM. The Presider and Homilist was Most

tian Auxiliary Bishop of the Brooklyn Dio-

sincere thanks for my marriage of forty-four

sic and singing at this Liturgy was exactly
what Dr. God prescribed. We had Church!

The highlight of the day for me was the one hospént with the
Lord in the Adoration Chapel. 1 felt the presené¢he Lord! We
all need to take time in our lives to spend qualitye with the
Lord.

My favorite session of Congress X came_gn
Saturday morning. The presenter was L[
con Alex Jones. Deacon Jones was a hi
successful Pentecostal minister of
churches in Detroit.

Deacon Jones along with 54 members of|
previous congregation including 14 memb
of his own family became Catholics. (Ple¢}
read his book: “No Price Too High”). W
a person of faith, determined and commi
to do the will of God! Deacon Jones’ message wathe “Power
of Forgiveness.”

My glimpse of Heaven continued as | met so manydgbeautiful
people of God, both old acquaintances and newva#t a tremen-
dous force and action of genuine love for God aadheother.
Everyone, regardless of race, creed, color or batéus, was
connected to each other. If only the rest of tlmeldvcould have
seen this togetherness, it would be a better world.

Congress X came to a close with a powerful Euctiaristurgy
on Sunday morning with the Most Rev. Wilton D. Gieg
Archbishop of Atlanta as the Presider and Homiligtgain, we
had Church!

| regretted seeing Congress X come to a closenoWwki will see
many of my brothers and sisters along my journelfénagain. |
feel that | will most definitely see everyone whiteaded Con-
gress X again. | don’t know when, but | do know filace. Itis
the place | received a glimpse of at Congress Ke.Kingdom of
Heaven!

Submitted by Deacon Bill Johnson

Rev. Guy Sansaricq, a newly ordained Hai-
cese, and a personal friend of mine. Bishop
Guy gave a stirring homily on the beauty of
the Sacrament of Matrimony. | gave God my

years to Sandra as | sat beside her. The mu-

The 2500 participants rise to their feet as thenopenotes of
the Gathering Hymn “We’re Marching to Zion” beginés all
voices in the hall begin to sing, | see the prooesd cross with
incense rising behind it. The Opening Eucharikttargy has
begun! Since this was my first Congress, it wasaamesome
and moving site to see Black deacons, priests &hobjps proc-
ess to the main altar. The Liturgy was especiaaningful to
the Diocese of Camden participants sinBshop George
Murry, a native of the diocese, was the celebrant and
Deacon Billproclaimed the Gospel.

This was the beginning of an unforgettable four-dagerience
for me. | cannot begin to describe the feelingnefeting Black
Catholics from around the country even from Our\af Vic-

tory Church in Brooklyn, New York where | was bagtl and
attended my first years of elementary school. alized during
the liturgies and workshops that not only did ttetipipants
share my skin color, but also they shared the aatkolic faith
and traditions. Imagine seeing twenty five hundpedple re-
ceive the Eucharist while the choir filled the halth beautiful
songs!

| was very touched seeing many women religious worog
color. | was proud to see The Franciscan Handm&idsers of
the Holy Family and the Blessed Sacrament Sistditse Con-
gress also provided me with an opportunity to speak few
Oblate Sisters of Providence and share memories/afraduate
school practicum experience at their school in Tmeras well as
my association with the sisters during my time asagipal in

the Diocese of Trenton.

Many participants like myself were happy that ie thidst of a
hectic schedule, Congress provided us with timeEfacharistic
Adoration. What a joy to reflect and pray with etk in the
presence of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.

The homilies given by the bishops with the focustloa sacra-
ments and presentations by session speakers wsp@ing.
There were so many interesting workshops that & atatimes
difficult to make a choice. The workshops | diteatl provided
others and me with much useful information thatteek with
us and can incorporate into our various parish stries.

The four days went by much too quickly. I left Balff and Con-
gress X with a renewed sense of pride in beingaalBCatholic.
I will continue to “Celebrate the Gifts of the Saorents” going
forward to “tell the world about Jesus, tell theboat His love.”

| attended two sessions on “
The mem-

bers of the National Black Catholic Congress LesltiprCom-
mittee on Catholic Education facilitated the sessio

Continued on page 4.



For the past several years, Catholic and local papers have writ-
ten many stories about the closing of Catholic ®thespecially in
inner cities with many Black students. This isdevit not only in
our own diocese, but in major urban areas suchodeBoston,

Los Angeles and Brooklyn.

| attended two sessions on “

The members of the
National Black Catholic Congress Leadership Congaitbn Catho-
lic Education facilitated the sessions. This cossiain “focuses on
Improving the experience of Black students throughelementary,
secondary and higher education. They are inclusfvall Catholic
Institutions and share the vision of Black Catha@ucation at the
heart of the Church, evangelizing a socially justich”.

The first part of the morning workshop gave an v of the com-
mission and the work the members have been doitg sCongress
IX. Their efforts resulted in the publication “

! "H#
The highlight of this session was the personalrtestials from sev-
eral members of the audience on what Catholic Bdwcalid for
them. | was very impressed with the stories fraoh and young
participants who expressed their gratitude for dpportunity of a
Catholic School education and how their teacheepamed them
well academically and spiritually. Unfortunatetime did not per-
mit more participants to share memories.

The afternoon session reviewed the commission’digatton. This

valuable resource focuses on the Black experiemceCatholic

Schools and the crisis faced by Catholic Schoolhénurban com-
munity today. The booklet includes a chapter orotidls of Effec-

tive Schools” such as Cristo Rey and Nativity SdeooAnother

chapter addresses “The Preparation of Teachersjmtnators and
Staff”. Various cast studies highlighting sucess$rom selected
Catholic Schools throughout the country are thee adfrthe chapter
on “Preparing Students”. The final two chaptersscdss
“Collaboration Among Parents, Teachers, Communitg &hurch”

and the “Commitment” all must make to sustain tbleosls outlin-

ing specific strategies to consider.

Following a review of the publication, the membefghe commis-
sion presented the major goal to the participafits: establish a
United Black Catholic Education Fund” receiving pap from indi-
viduals, corporations, businesses and foundations.

During the question and answer session at the gsioci of the

workshop, | urged the commission to send a copthisfvery thor-

ough document to every Office of Catholic Educatiororder for

staff to review and possibly implement some ofghecessful strate-
gies.

Everyone attending the sessions agreed the
"-Catholic education must be ma

tained in urban areas for our Black community
beacon of hope to children and families.

Submitted by Ken Figgs

+Httt+

Hallelujah!!

Yes hallelujah. There is no other way to begin negort. The
Spirit of the Lord reigns. He reigned at this Cass in full
force.

Maybe because of the theme of the Congress “Chriatith Us:
Celebrating the Gifts of the Sacraments”. Johm-Ebsums it
up: remain in me, as | remain in you”..."because withMe
you can do nothing”. Think about it. Without Gt Father
blessing Jesus our Brother, our Savior loving God the Spirit
abiding and filling us beyond all measure, we wolddnothing
but a shell. Congress reinforced our need to leevath the Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit.

The presiders, Most Rev. Martin Holley, Most RewyGSan-
saricq, Most Rev. Shelton Fabre, Most Rev. Georgeryyl Most
Rev. J. Terry Steib, Most. Rev. Wilton Gregory wakhenot just
excellent in their presentation, but so very spalit When they
spoke, the spirit of the Lord moved their messaggohd our
minds, beyond our hearts and straight to our sotlEeel Jesus
in this Place” was my song of praise all weekehdid not want
to leave the Congress. | wanted to feel that pieséorever.

The General Session, “A Space for Grace A timeEiacharistic
Adoration” was the icing on the cake. The closMgss, the
homily delivered by Most Rev. Wilton Gregory, theusic and
the ever powerful combined spirit of God’'s peopldhie assem-
bly lifted the whole Congress. Another notch sagdis home
filled to the brim with the spiritual pows

enough to go forth and proclaim the good P
o
&
<V

of the Lord. “I Love the Lord” is my song '
praise. “l will follow Him” is my testimony. \

Submitted by A. Rita Bostic

+++++

Opening Day for NBCC
July 12, 2007

As we entered the City of Buffalo we felt the spof Harriett
Tubman and W.E.B. DuBois, the early pioneers, thatled us
as God'’s children.

The hustling and bustling of the crowd grew fromnaaéas of the
United States and Nigeria. Approximately 2500 dgates and
by the end of the 4 days the total grew to 3000e fdfmed as
“One People of God” of every race, color and cre&le wel-
comed old friends and new friends and for someas their first
time as they stood in awe of a new world openingaspthey
experienced our 10th National Black Catholic Cosgre

A drum call, the sound of a choir filled the roomae gathered.
Each Diocese (100 or more) was called, as we stpwap-

plauded and smiled when we were recognized. Satttusiasm
was shown to know that we are part of history mgkin

Continued on page 5.



Continued from page 4...0pening Day for NBCC

The reading of scriptures, “The Lord with cry o&dhess, enter the
gates with Thanksgiving” was a replica of our fieg§.

“Christ is With Us: Celebrating the Gifts of the cBaments”, our
theme. We were met with challenging, exciting dalysad of us just
as the Church’s coming together some 2000 yearsaggrusalem.

The rainbow color of all ancestors, nationalitiesl @ll descendants
of the people of God envision the spiritual uptiftiof worshipping
the Lord in song and spirit. Words cannot desctiiieefeeling felt as
we descended to the worship hall. In the midghefOpening Lit-
urgy, the incense, and pomp and circumstancespaegsion of dea-
cons, priests and bishops entered. As they appedathe

altar of God, the Paschal candle and Holy Water ciras

cled by our Bishops and our beloved Bishop George V

Murry. We sang songs of praise, and listened ® th
“Word”. Just as we were reminded through

Baptism, in the water of life, we, too started urney.

Alleluia, for we rejoiced in God as “One” in our fité
National Black Catholic Congress.
Submitted by Rhoda E. Trinity

+++++
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

When a man and a woman walk into church to
ried, they enter as a couple. When they leave,
walking with them.

isChis

The matrimonial covenant, by which

get mar-uplifting experience.

MY PERSONAL REFLECTION

| was truly blessed to have the opportunity torespnt the
Camden Diocese as one of their delegates to thek Blatholic
Congress. Only God knows why | volunteered to repo the
Sacrament of Marriage, given the opportunity tolesgall of

the other sacraments. That of course was an infpldysdue

to the time element.

| participated in all the Mass services and theanseis were
outstanding. The music was breathtak-

ing. | truly felt the presence of God. |

was filled with joy and happiness net-

working and fellowshipping with Black

Catholics (an Archbishop, Bishops,

Priests, Deacons, Nuns and lay persons)

from different parts of the country and

world in the seminars and while dining.

Submitted by Dolly Staton

+++++

The Tenth Black National Catholic Congressvas indeed an
My name is Bill Atkins andattended
the tenth NBCC, which was held at the Buffalo Cartiagn

Center in Buffalo, New York. The four-day eventgha on
July 12th and ended on July 15th.

a man and a woman establish be- My perspective of the Tenth Black National Cath@liangress
tween themselves a partnership of comes from my Protestant religious experience Itipaacticed

the whole of life, is by its nature

early from childhood until my recent conversionupgrade to

ordered toward the good of the Catholicism.

spouses and the procreation and edu-

cation of offspring. This covenant
between baptized persons has been raised by @ngidtord to the
dignity of a sacrament (Catechism of Catholic Chud601).

A covenant is more than a contract. Marriage ésdhily dying of
ourselves for the good of our beloved. You undedtmarriage if
you understand the covenant. It is a place wheae and woman
are sealed by the spirit of the love.

In order to understand marriage you have to unaiedssex. Don’t

suppress it, don't indulge it, but purify it. & the sacrament of sex.

Our presenters, Damon and Melanie Owens gave us ®@tah for a
joy-filled marriage. God is the author of love. eVdre not meant to
be alone. When there is a desire for sex its f@@wd. There must
be passion in marriage. It is a sacrament of Glod's.

Highlights included:
- There must be unity and vision of the sexual desire
There must be an apage love pledge (choose theajood
another)
Love and accept the children God begets you.
Marriage begins with mutuaubmission.
Reorganize that everything we do prepares us favdre Our
spouse is our path to heaven.
And lastly, remember that the path to a joy-filledrriage be-
gins before we reach the altar. It begins wherargeborn.

| should state that | became a Catholic Christiacalise |
found that in Catholicism, there was a greater ofpnity to
enhance my daily relationship with Jesus Christ, Savior. |
therefore considered my adoption of Catholicismaasatural,
upgrading step, because | truly wanted more waykatee a
fellowship with Jesus Christ. Through Catholici$ntould
accomplish this goal. So | have an on-going qf@sgaining
more insight and methods of developing a closdovehip
with Jesus Christ. My wife, knowing my quest, ted me to
attend the convention because she believed thaititd be an
enlightening experience and provide some of thevarsto my
quest.

My wife Betty and | joined the twenty plus repretsdives
from the Camden Diocese to proudly cheer when dre/en-
tion clerk called for an attendance response. Wgedsand
joined in a loud, rousing, group cheer, to let ghedy know
that Camden-was-in-the house. The Convention Cemtes
filled with 2500 exuberant representatives from hudghe 798
African American parishes that covered almost esamgtor of
the United States. You could feel the joy and syypef all of
the Convention attendees, as we all looked abowt felt the
massive presence of each other, as Catholic Ginsstiall
seeking ways of improving their personal relatiopstvith
God. The convention’s emotional high point, howewec-
curred when all of the young adults were askedtaods and
come down to the front of the convention floor.

Continued on page 6.



Continued from page 5..The Tenth Black National Catholic
Congress

A growing wave of approximately 200 bright-facediciéed

young adults gathered together on the conventioor flall of

whom were representing their parishes. It wasrg wgoving

moment to see so many African American young peotipde

had also come to gain and share their quest farsJ€srist.
The “Old-Heads” cheered and applauded with a fgedihpride

and gratitude for we all realized that these yoadglts are the
ones who are going to carry on the Good-News-afis)€hrist
after we pass.

The Theme of Congress X wa€Hrist is with Us: Celebrating

the Gifts of the Sacraments.The stated vision for Congress X

was “to help Black Catholics to articulate how gecraments
and the sacramental life—something that is centraiur faith
because they are gifts from Christ.”

My quest for gaining more insight and methods ofedigping a

closer fellowship with Jesus Christ was being amediethus the
theme of the convention,Christ is with Us: Celebrating the
Gifts of the SacramentsVas an answer to my quest.

The seven sacraments are ceremonies that poirtabisv
sacred, significant and important to Catholic Ciaiss. They
are special occasions for experiencing God’s sapirggence.
So | believe, the more you learn about the sacrésnére more
you can celebrate your relationship with God. | participated
in workshops that were designed to have full pgoaigon of all
2500 delegates, from Archbishops down to Cathalic hem-
bers, all focused on one of the seven sacrameheser
workshops gave me a wealth of spiritual knowledug la
believe to many of those who also attended.

There were morning and afternoon workshops thaemal all
seven of the sacraments: Baptism, Eucharist, Rddion,

Confirmation, Marriage, Holy Orders and Anointinfitioe Sick.
There were workshops designed for adults and tkeepters
bios indicated the excellence of their professicaatl educa-
tional achievement.

The young adults had a separate cadre of facilifatod pre-
senters who conducted their “Youth Track Mega amdak-
through Sessions. The bios of youth presentesadpeared to
be filled with excellent credentials in expertisxperience and
education. | was very impressed with the youtlekraessions
titles, such as “Keeping Your Hustle Holy”, “Whelhafpers are
Pray-ers”, and “Engaged To Be Divorced.” | alsinkhthe
Adult Track of workshops also had impressive tjtlsach as
“Hush, Somebody’s Calling Your Name”, “The Euchtcis
Heart of Black Catholic Men,” “An Anointing for Héag,” and
“The Work of the Catholic Church in Sudan: LivingrdBaptis-
mal Promises.”

In closing, | think the experience of attending guadticipating
in the Tenth Black National Catholic Congress wasegy sig-
nificant moment in my life and | wish that therer&enore such
conventions, open to all, and conducted every otlar.

What a great evangelical tool this type of convamnti
could become, for those Christians like myself woul
like to upgrade their Christian religious faith lbg-
coming Catholics.

Submitted by Bill Atkins
Husband of Betty Atkins, Chairperson of the BCMigaty Council

+++++

Tenth National Black Catholic Congress—Christ is Wih Us:
Celebrating the Gifts of the Sacraments
July 12-15, 2007, Buffalo, New York

Racism Principle Workshop: Healing, Racism/Opportunity
to Learn
Sacramental Focus: Baptism, Eucharist, Recorioitiat

Presenters: Robert Ellis—Development Director, Bgeof
Grand Rapids & Shelia Adams—Director of the Offioe
Black Catholics, Archdiocese of Chicago

In this workshop, Robert Ellis and Shelia Adams bagized
that the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Rseation

mandates us to renounce sin, profess our faithresahcile our
human frailties. Racism was described as a caosesin
against God and all humanity that needs to be eatatli and we
are called to heal the scars and trauma left behifnl accom-
plish this, the presenters proposed using faittedhavodels for
improving race relations and workshop methods tweiase an
understanding of race, racism and bigotry.

Robert Ellis stated that in dealing with the sinratism, the
opportunity to learn is a process and a framewsrikdeded to
discuss the root causes of racism. Ellis askedjtfestion, “Is
there racism in the Catholic Church and in Cath8lahools?”
The audience answered in the affirmative. Elliscgeded by
saying, “then we need to start a process to comazgm. The
goal of shared learning and the cause and effediysin is to
identify the root cause. There are those who sal that racism
has always been with us and will always be withbus as a
spiritual community of brothers and sisters undéri€, we
need to find a way to end racism. We should noeptany-
thing less than a serious process to end racism.”

Robert Ellis presented an approach suitable foriusehools as
follows:

A. Team Center Approach—for use in a student enwirent,
the team center approach is suggested for thetigaéien
and evaluation of the problem. The process isaglilgy the
teacher and a time frame is set for completingptteeess.
The end result will be determining the right saati Ra-
cism is caused by people, the choices that theyentalkir
actions, and fear.

B. Methods—The participants would appraise thesfawt
determine the real issues. The team wastléll of the

Contributing factors under the headingsedge, method,
Continued on page 7.



Continued from page 6.....Racism Principle Workshop

environment and material and go through a procédstermining the effects. The team would appraiseits of the type of investiga-
tion and whether there was an agreement with thesiigation under each category. An example waeldWith all of the training
about racism, why have we not changed?” The quetiien is, “What is the normal process to educateain students about racism?”
The group would then ask why it is not working fimes and at the end of the fifth time, they widlve an answer. In a school situa-
tion, it could be the environment, the students,tdachers or the administration. From the arglyisé group is able to formulate their
recommendations for change.

In conclusion, Ellis stated that “demonstrativeiiséveness, understanding the root causes of rammhhaving an honest dialogue will
build relationships.”

Sheila Adams cited that “the Sacrament of Baptisamaates us to renounce sin. Racism is like amoaial we have to keep peeling
layers and layers of over 200 years. Cardinal Gean his Pastoral Letter says that by baptismhnst we live in union with God.
When Jesus was asked the question who are myss#stdrbrothers, He identified His family as inchgliall people and said that all
people are My sisters and brothers. We are altedlas people of God, regardless of color, imrtimnastatus, citizenship or ethnic-
ity—this is a radical notion. As Christians we ahallenged by His concept to examine our persandlcommunal responses to all of
the people we call our neighbors—to the newconfersjgners, immigrants. In today’s world with fear suspicion of anyone who
speaks and looks differently than we do and everggn we meet along the way—He calls us back tonanwnity. Our Eucharist
mandates us to profess our faith which unites dsnaamkes us a community of believers who believéeisus. Jesus transcends every-
thing that divides family. We cannot claim to lo@&d without loving our neighbor. Only freedomrraacism will enable us to be
one with God and with one another. Reconciliatitandates us to reconcile our human frailties withahurch.”

Sheila Adams presented a Five-Point Agenda propbgddardinal Francis George, Archbishop of Chicagdyis Pastoral Letter for
addressing racism and systemic injustice:

1. Diocese/Archdioceseprovide sessions on the importance of racial ahdietdiversity; evaluate administration hiring piiees to
reflect racial and ethnic composition of the dieef3atholic community; identify and nurture vocaticeimong African and Native
Americans, Hispanics, and Asians to serve as gridsiacons, religious men and women and lay misisi@plement diocesan pur-
chasing policies which commit us to do busines# wiinority vendors; join support groups working farcial justice in the work-
place like Project Equality in Chicago; advocate ifoproved public transportation; support churclsdghcommunity organizations
that work for economic justice.

2. Local Parishes participate in diocesan programs like workshopsazism and ethnic sensitivity; foster hospitaéityen if the parish
is one ethnic group because we all need to be tadipj identify demographic trends strategies tdrask the challenges from a vi-
sion of faith; participate in civic and ecumenigakrfaith organizations that work to promote ragistice; begin the welcoming thy
neighbor process by sponsoring a couple of famibesansition out of public housing and help thiento the parish neighborhood;
sharing parish programs across racial, cultural,esaonomic lines.

3. Liturgy—(Liturgy “is the worship of God and should not ibgplemented into directing or serving any othergmse even with good
intentions and for a good cause. Nonethelesdittiigy should make visible the unity which incorptes the diversity of Christ’s peo-
ple; it makes intercession through Christ for thegiveness of our sins, including the sin of racemd gives us the means to become a
holy people.”) Develop liturgical resources toedwhte unity and diversity in expressing the simamism; sponsor an annual Lenten
service focused on racial reconciliation; plan ady as an anti-racist Sabbath—include prayerdoiat reconciliation and an end to
racism in your intercessory prayers; ask to hawaesme preach on racism and racial justice.—i.eNavember— Black Catholic
History Month; January—Dr. Martin Luther King, Js. birthday; April 4—death of Dr. Martin Luther Kg, Jr.; celebrate the racial
and ethnic groups of the parish through liturgied gestivals.

4. Catholic Schools from Elementary to College & Univssity Levels - principals and administrators can start racialiggstommittees; i.e.
Chicago has the Catholic Schools Opposing Raciswmersify the schools and search for administratord teachers that will be role
models especially for students of color; use nultiural materials; integrate into art, music, rhiteeire, etc., the contributions of Hispan-
ics, Native and African Americans, and Asians; mibmaterial on racism in the public media; publisaterials on your website; offer
adults an opportunity to participate in a tutor-teemelationship with underprivileged or at-riskidénts.

5. Community Action - watch real estate, housing and land use policespecially where the Church owns land in ordeppose
economic segregaticand to foster the development of affordable hoysidgocate for fair share housing; promote taxishgolicies
between wealthy and poor communities to establigfioee equitable tax base and lower tax rate tactipbs and to
pay for schools and public services.

[I have been fortunate enough to attend the pasetbonsecutive National Black Catholic Congre¢Badtimore, Chi-
cago and Buffalo) and it is a spiritually fulfilgn uplifting, thought-provoking, and an enlightegniaxperience. The
liturgies were particularly captivating and enhahdy beautiful music provided by the National Blacatholic Con-
gress Choir, workshops and panel discussions wgnandic and the opportunity to kneel quietly in tAdoration
Chapel provided the needed time to get away fraarctbwds and spend time in the presence of the. Lbrdny posi-

tion as Coordinator of Racial Justice, | have suned the workshop dealing with the principle ofcigan].
Submitted by Merrilyn W. Faison, Ph.D
Racial Justice Committee Coordinator



Continuing from Congress IX.....
African Community

Since Congress IX in Chicago in 2002, the Offic@tafck
Catholic Ministry and Advisory Council has takertiac on the
nine core principles set forth by Congress. Soithe results
from these actions were a greater awareness iDiogese of the
need to combat the evil sin of racism in our chuaod society.
Another result of these actions has been the ésttaiént of the
African Catholic Community in the Diocese of Camden

From the Core Principle of “Solidarity in Africa”avare reaching
out to our brothers and sisters from Africa in thgirit of
‘Brotherhood and Sisterhood” both in the churchthedf Diocese
of Camden and back in Africa. With the growing roenof
Africans coming into our Diocese, it is imperatitreat they are
welcomed and become an integral part of our Chualure and
community.

Please plan to attend the Second Annual CatholigsMéAfrican
Traditions and Celebration, Saturday October 20,7200:30 AM
at St. Andrew the Apostle Church,

Gibbsboro, New Jersey. Bishop Joseph

A. Galante is the Main Celebrant and

Homilist. A reception follows the Mass.

For more information on how to become
active in this community and for any
other additional information, please call
the Office of Black Catholic Ministry or

Deacon Vincent Okoro at (856) 520-

0953. Deacon Vincent Okoro

+++++
From the Editor...

My experience at the National Black Catholic CosgrX began
with volunteering to help with registration on Tday and

Wednesday July 11 and 12, 2007. Many of the Casgadten-
dees arrived early in order to participate in ppagress tours of
the Buffalo area. It was so enjoyable to meet amttome so
many of my brothers and sisters in faith from adéiothe United
States and the US Virgin Islands. They all wereited in antici-

pation of the Congress X sessions, workshops docyies. |If

their experience was like mine they were not disagtpd.

| attended workshops on Immigration and Anointirfighe Sick.

| enjoyed the workshop on Immigration the most.e Phesenters
made me realize that what many of the people wer tefas ille-

gal immigrants are no different than the slavesun ancestor’s
times. They broke unfair laws in order to obtaieeflom and a
better life for their families.

My favorite part of Congress X was the opportuiiy Eucharis-

tic Adoration and the following Holy Hour. Whilgpending time

with the Blessed Sacrament in the Adoration Chapefpriest

came in to remove the Blessed Sacrament in ordprejpare for
the afternoon planned Holy Hour to be held in thecHaristic

Hall. Although disappointed in the interruption ofy private

time with my Lord, | accepted that it was timestzare Him with

the rest of Congress X attendees of which there weleast 1500
in attendance.

| proceeded to the Eucharistic Hall where | joitiegl assembly.

The testimonies of the speakers about how they ¢armelose
relationship with God and how their lives

had changed was very inspiring. Between

the testimonies, music and sermon | was

moved to tears, a very spiritually healing

experience.

In conclusion, | look forward to the next
National Black Catholic Congress Xl in
five years and | would recommend that
you not miss the opportunity to attend.

Submitted by Sandra Znam,
Editor of the and wife of
Deacon Bill Jwton, Director of the
Office of Black Catholic Msiry

+++++
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Saturday July 14, 2007...

As the Congress Choir began singing and everyotfgein
congregation began swaying to the familiar melofi\standin’ In the
Need of Prayer’, the ministers of the altar madgrttvay to the sanc-
tuary to begin yet another wonderful, spirit-fillétlirgy, presided by
Most Rev. Shelton Fabre, Auxiliary Bishop of Newl€ans. The
theme of this particular liturgy was “Celebratingaling Sacraments/
Reconciliation & Anointing of the Sick.”

Bishop Terry Steib, Bishop of Atlanta was the hashivho delivered
an absolutely spine tingling, soul searching messay part, about
healing and anointing that began with the storyuald@sus entering
Peter’'s house, healing his mother-in-law, who lak swith fever.
Jesus laid healing hands on her and the fevehé&ft Bishop Steib
continued preaching on healing, explaining thathalmans are in
need of healing, then asked the question, “Who ddunn to for
healing when we are sick?” The obvious answerdsag Christians
turn to Jesus for healing of our soul, healing uflife.

Bishop Steib continued preaching about other méathat displayed
the healing power of Jesus’ touch and then furthieed about Jesus
being our suffering servant, as explained in thekbof Isaiah, and
how Jesus allows a sinner to minister to Him. Beealesus forgives,
we can forgive muchlLet Go and Let God!ln both His healing and
forgiving, Jesus reveals that He is a God who reibes

Bishop Steib’s eloquent message lingered with mianduhe
remainder of the liturgy and carried me into thekshop onAnoint-
ing for Healing,presented b¥r. Efiri Matthias Selemobri, a young
African priest, who told the assembly that the niegof anointing is
to receive grace when reaching our final journklg said that
anointing is needed to complete passage from tbiddwo the next.
Gave me something to think about.

Fr. Efiri further explained that on occasion, homasses are held to
bring special healing to the sick that are othezwigable to come to
church to receive this anointing. This was allamiliar to me as |
recalled a special home mass held for my deardrigtele Mayo and

Continued on page 9.



Continued from page 9...Anointing of the Sick

her brother Dewey, who were both much too sicktenal
regular Mass. By His stripes we have been healed.

Fr. Efiri concluded by saying that healing can bwo#onal,
physical, spiritual, imaginative, that God useseosh through
sickness to bring us closer to Him, and that weclakiren of
God, are inspired by the sick through their faith.

Fr. Efiri a very talented and gifted speaker, Wil featured on
EWTN, October 21, 2007 at 7 PM EST.

My Personal Reflections

It has been my good fortune to be able to atteadatst two
consecutive Congresses, Congress IX held in Chidgagg002
and Congress X in Buffalo. Each Congress has begjue in its
own right, but share one common entity, the awbeifg in the
presence of so many black clergy, an archbishgholpis, priests,
deacons, religious men and women and so many dilaek
Catholics. | was re-acquainted with old friendsyd@yn Jenkins
of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, Gwen Summerhef
Diocese of Harrisburg , Fr. Tony Bozeman of Neve@nms,

Fr. Clarence Williams of Detroit, Fr. George

Kintiba of St. Louis, Fr. Don Sterling of Balti-

more, and met some new ones, Brenda Easley

Webb, Director, Office of Black Ministry and

hostess of Congress X, and Marydel Gaiser,

NBCC Official Meeting Planner for Congress X.

Each Congress revitalized my spirit, the music

stirred my soul. All in all, it has been a wonder-

ful experience one that | wish all Black Catho-

lics could encounter. | look forward, with ex-

citement, to the next one.
Submitted by Cherryl Summers

++++++

This was my first attendance at a Black Catholim@ess, It
was an awesome experience, starting with pagedbtine pro-
gram. To turn the page and see the 16 Black Bskbpwn here
was a remarkably proud one. Though | was aware déw of
them, Bishop Murry formerly of the Diocese of Camdand
Bishops Ricard and Gregory, | was not aware thathae that
number of Black Bishops in this country. The ps®iens into
the opening and general sessions were nothingthess breath
taking.

For those of us who were reared, catechized andagell in a
white parish, there was ands still is a true serig@ide and joy
to see and interact with so many Catholics of nogeraBeing a
Catholic isn't always easy not only for Black pempbut anyone
who is trying to live their faith in today’s cultewr

I am happy to say that my experience as a parhefBlack
Catholic Ministry of the Diocese of Camden hasytraélped to
open up the beauty and possibilities of my faitfving and wor-
shipping where | do in no way exposed me to thegnee, real-
ties and possibilities of Black Catholics in theu@th of Christ.

My faith and the sacraments has kept me Cathdlicfdhese years,
it hasn't always been easy, but well worth the rtffoecause | truly
believe that | am where | should be. | am glad tltdose to remain
in the Catholic Church, and | thank my parents mydoldest sister
for their strong faith and staunch beliefs.

After attending Congress X, | would say to any &dii American
who has left the Catholic Church to do some re$eafthe church,
read some of the early church fathers, contact ieicesan office
of Black Catholic Ministry, put forth an effort tearn about the
religion that they have given up, there is no ottedigion that can
offer them what they have walked away from.

The Catholic religion, the celebration of the Eutsta
isn’t about the priest and how well he preachas,Rope
or Bishop or how well the Administrator or the ahand
how well they sing. These things are important ead
enhance the liturgy, it is about the celebrationthud
Eucharist. Celebrating the Eucharist is celebgaflasus
Christ, body, soul and divinity. It is the churetstituted

by Jesus Christ for all of us.
Submitted by Marie E. Jackson-Cannon

+++++

Confession is an expression of our sorrow for hgndimned. True
contrition takes two forms, attritiorheing sorry because we are
afraid of going to hell, and perfect contritidoeing sorry because
we have hurt and offended God.

Confession is a sacrament of healing and mercy s€parates us
from God; it exacts a terrible toll on the sinném.order to reconcile
ourselves to God, (thus reconciliation) we mustfes® our sins, be
truly sorry, with a firm amendment to sin no mondany times we

fail, because we are human and weak, but througtséitrament we
are forgiven and cleansed again.

When we confess to the priest, we are confessinggsois Christ.
The priests sits in persona Christi, in the plat€lorist. In John
20:23 Christ commissioned the Apostles to “receéheeHoly Spirit.
As the father sent me, | send you. If you forgive sins of any they
are forgiven, if you retain the sins of any theg egtained.” As the
Father sent Jesus, He sent the apostles and ticegssors the bish-
ops and priest. Christ is the true confessor atetdessor, when we
follow His commands, He will intercede with the Rait for us.

In order to truly enter into the Holy Sacramenttbé Mass, the

Eucharist, we must cleanse our souls of sin andecbgafore the
Lord in a worthy manner.

Submitted by Marie E. Jackson-Cannon
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++++++
$% & ./ $" % "
My Journey at Congress X 0 &+1 1. & I"& # + 1
My first day.....this was my first time attending thational Black | * ! . I'/" % 11
Congress. | found it to be very impressive, Therong ceremony " b # : % 1
was awesome. The drum call to open the ceremoyewhilarat- ) $# N * $( ++ L0 $
ing,. :
The youth choir sang their little hearts out. Fpé&it was alive! +% W oits  * ey
The observation of all the Bishops, priests ana¢desin the
Opening Eucharist Liturgy was beautiful. | Lovéld Again, the "#1$

Spirit was there! The youth of my parish St. Ma@niog Atlantic

City said they have never seen so many African-Acaer
Catholics, especially bishops, priests and deacdite mass choir
was awesome. The spirit was in the house, it Wasch

Attending Congress X was one of the most spiriyuéllfilling ex-
periences of my life. Choosing the Gifts of thei@ments as a theme
was definitely*Divine Inspiration” . It brought home who we are as
Roman Catholics; something we often forget in timsreasingly

2nd day.....I went to say the Rosary with othersteethe
secular world.

Eucharistic Liturgy. It started my day. Next oty agenda was
the keynote address. The message made me think gigoSacra-
ments, what they mean to me. | then went to mykslwwsp. The
title of the workshop wasA Eucharist Which is Christ: His
Physical Presence for Our Every Circumstance John :2-12
The Wedding at Cana. This workshop made me realize that

must always remember to let Christ follow me whever | go. | . .
went to theYouth Night out Event with the youth from our dio- The way the sacraments were interwoven throughmuséssions and

cese. It was a great get-away from the hotekdiairig with other workshops was inspiring. Being among thousand€atholics of
youth in a safe Christian and fun-filled environmefhey played African descent from all over the United States;i@sf and the Carib-

; bean was awesome!! [I'll always remember the maggit proces-
volleyball, basketball, used the weight and ganem® There was -, ; ; X X
also )r/efreshments and dancing. g g sions with our archbishops, bishops, priests aratales. Each day

the music and the choir was unforgettable.

From the opening keynote address presented by Astobip John
Onaiyekan of Abuja, Nigeria to the closing Euchigikiturgy with
Archbishop Wilton Gregory of Atlanta, we learnece were inspired,
| and we grew.

10.

Continued on page 11.



Continued from page 1GHow Congress X Moved me...

Most of all, much of what we experienced, we camdback
home to spread to others in our families, parisires communi-
ties. My only regret is that Congress is everg fjears!

+++ 4+

Centering Prayer

One of the workshops | attended at Congress X  was
“Introduction To Centering Prayer’presented by renown author
Thomas Keating. Centering prayer, as describeBrb¥Keating,

is an expression of contemplative prayer that mde®nd con-
versation with Christ to communion with Christ. W®ve be-
yond words, thoughts and feelings into silence v@trist. To

me this was very difficult. In silence, your miffitls up with
mundane thoughts since our world is filled withnsoch noise. |
knew it would take me quite some time to achieve kbvel of
prayer.

In addition to his workshops. Fr. Keating presenteldw to
Adore the Lord in Silencein one of the

general sessions. Over fifteen hundred peo-

ple attended the session. It was beautiful.

There was silence. Four people, from a

student to a senior citizen, testified how

with this communion with Jesus, their lives

were changed. There was silence. There

were tears. There were prayers.

Many of our parishes have Adoration
Chapels and Eucharistic Devotions. Let us moveatdvgilence
in prayer centering on Jesus Christ.

Submitted by Earlene Woodson

+++++

Me Evaluation of Congress X...

| have attended many conventions, but in my opintbis one
(Congress X In Buffalo) was definitelythe BE S T

Those involved in the planning and execution of
Congress X exceeded all my expectations. The
speakers delivered great messages. All the ses-
sions began and ended promptly. Last, but not
least, the music was uplifting and just plain fan-
tastic! The warmth, spontaneous friendship and
fellowship among the Convention participants
was awe-inspiring and real.

My heart was truly uplifted and | am taking my
faith even more seriously.

Submitted by Gerri Brown, Congress X Participant
And wife of J. Sherwood Brown, Congress Xgk

+++++

11.

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION...

SUNDAY, July 15th ushered in a momentous and much
anticipated morning session for those attendinggBess X in
the Buffalo Convention Center. It marked the aigssession of
this year’'s Congress and the Closing Eucharistiorgy had as
its Presider and Homilist the Most Rev. Wilton Greg
Archbishop of Atlanta whose topic wa€élebrating the Gift of
Confirmation: With the Holy Spirit and our Blessktbther let
us renew the face of the earthThe topic, needless to say, was
handled with the precision and skill that befitead Archbishop.
You were left with the feeling that divine providenhad smiled
upon you and made it possible for you to be in pigse at that
time. But it also demanded that | review this pduleand vital
Sacrament in even more depth.

The Sacrament of Confirmation completes Baptism.e &ve
sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit in Confirtian, When
our Baptism is completed through the Sacrament of
Confirmation, we receive a special outpouring oé tHoly
Spirit. Like the Apostles on Pentecost, we aregithe strength
to spread and defend the faith by our words andrast
Confirmation not only unites us more closely to i€hand the
Church, it strengthens the gifts of the Holy Spisithin us.
When we respond to the Holy Spirit and use thes gife have
received, the results, or fruits of the Holy Spidte evident in
our lives. The fruits of the Holy Spirit are: “dfitg, joy, peace,
kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faitgs,
modesty, self-control and chastity.”

In Baptism the Holy Spirit shares seven spirituidisgwith us.
These gifts help us to follow Christ’'s teaching ayide witness
to our faith. The gifts of the Spirit are:
Wisdom, the knowledge and ability to recognize toibw
God’s will in our lives.
Understanding, the ability to love others as Jeslis us to.
Council (right judgment), the ability to make godubices.
Fortitude (courage), the strength to give witneseur faith
in Jesus Christ.
Knowledge, the ability to learn more about God aitid
plan, leading us to wisdom and understanding.
Piety (reverence), a love and respect for all tAatl has
created.
Fear of the Lord (wonder and awe), a recognitioat th
God’s presence and love fills all creation.
In the Sacrament of Confirmation these seven gifthe Holy
Spirit increased in us, and when we are filled vifth gifts of
the Spirit, others see in us the joy of God's
Kingdom.

A Confirmation Blessing

“The Holy Spirit
Came down upon the disciples
Ands set their hearts on fire with love:
May He bless you,
Keep you in faith and love
And bring you to the joy of God’s Kingdom.”
Submitted by J. Sherwood Brown

+++++
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12.

| had the great pleasure of attending the TenthoNak Black
Catholic Congress July 12-15, 2007 at the HyatteRey in Buf-
falo New York. | was one of eight youth delegategresenting
the Office of Black Catholic Ministry from the Diese of Cam-
den, New Jersey.

As | entered the exhibit hall, it was just awesmreing so many
Black Catholics from across the USA, especially yoaith. |
have never been among so many Black CatholicsweAentered
the main room for the Mass, the first thing | netiavas the altar.
The altar really impressed me, which was in theerenf the hall.
Hanging above the altar were banners depictingéiven sacred
sacraments and there seemed to be a light raynghom each
banner. Each banner moved slowly as though a ligdd¢ze was
stirring between them. The entire altar was biteiithg but the
banners really captured the beautification of thire room. The
choir was singing a very stirring song that touclesdryone in
the room. The grand event of the opening that mvast impres-
sive was entrance of numerous Bishops, Priests Rewtons
marching in and taking their seats. The openihgdy started
promptly and the theme was “Celebrating the Gift of
Baptism.” Most Rev. George Murry, Bishop of Youtaysn,
Ohio was the presider. Bishop Murray is a homebay, raised
in Camden and he was a very active member of $th&amew
Church.

| attended the following two Breakthrough sessi@aml one
event: “Showing Some Love and Communion” wherearhed
to accept who | am, to trust in my faith, and robe influenced
by friends.

“Sacred Movement and Dance” which | really enjoyedlan to
use some of the dance movements at St. Barthologriaw’
different religious events.

“Youth Night Out Event” held at the YMCA was verpjeyable.
The evening offered an open gym, a game room vdtlviaes,
and poetry. There were youth from across the cguat this
event. The events were safe and had a Christigimoement.
The event was enjoyed by all in attendance. bésted
friendships with several youth from other states am still
communicate on a regular basis.

Thank you, Deacon Bill, and the Camden Diocese
Office of Black Catholic Ministry for extending
the privilege to me of being a delegate to the
Tenth National Black Congress, | plan to
communicate and share my experience with other
youth at St. Bartholomew Church.l will never
forget this experience.

Angel Marie Jones
St. Bartholomew Youth Group

+++++



I had the privilege of attending the Tenth NatioBklck Catholic
Congress, which was held July 12-15, 2007 in tbev@ntion
Center, Buffalo, New York. The opening of the Cargg was
wonderful and very moving.. The altar had sevemniers of the
sacred sacraments that to me resembled the crbiss. exhibit
hall where the Mass was held was huge and it Wasd tio capac-
ity, a sea of Black Catholics, it was truly awesoniehe choir
was wonderful and exciting filling the room withetitHoly Spirit,
it was amazing. When the clergy entered it wassawe, | have
never seen so many Black Catholics in the vocatinen Most
Rev. George Murry, Bishop of Youngstown Ohio (Heswaised
in Camden New Jersey and attended St. Bart's Chuteinted
walking down the aisle it seemed as though evergboed up to
greet him. His appearance was like a king entehilsgcourt it
was very inspirational to see. The crowd stoodbsg they had
to be asked several times to sit down so that Massd get
started.

| attended two breakthrough sessions and one ewéhith |
really enjoyed. First session: “Showing Some Lawvel Com-
munion,” | really enjoyed this session it made realize my
amazing love for the Lord and how much He loves me.
Second session: “Sacred Movement and Dance,” whesgned
different movements in praise dancing that | plarpérform in
special events at St. Bart's Church.

At the Youth’s Night Out Event | had great fun play basket-
ball, using the gym equipment, playing in the gamem, kara-
oke, dancing and talking with youth from other etat | made
friends with several of the youth, and great furs\Wwad by all.

In conclusion, Congress X was really a great egpee for me
and | plan to share my experience with the youtlstatBart's
Church.

Wish to THANK—Deacon Bill, and the members
of the Office of Black Catholic Ministry of the
Diocese of Camden for extending to me the
opportunity of experiencing such an awesome event.

Submitted by Tristen C. Jones

St. Bartholomew Youth Group
+++ + +

Tenth National Black Catholic Congress

| had the privilege of being one of the forty deltss represent-
ing the Office of Black Catholic Ministry of the &tese of Cam-
den, attending the Tenth National Black Catholicn@ress in

Buffalo New York. This was my first National Blad&atholic

Congress. There were Black Catholics from justualevery

state in these United States and the African Centiin atten-
dance. The total delegates in attendance—approsiynd000

was astonishing.

The opening Eucharistic Liturgy was spiritually ivating and
very inspiring, starting with the song being sungthe choir, to
the beautification of the altar where banners hdepicting the
African Adinkra symbols of the seven sacred sacrasie The
symbols related to the theme of Congress X “Chsistith us:
Celebrating the Gifts of the Sacraments.” It whksteifying to

And be among the hundreds of Black Catholics gathér one room
praising the Lord. Our own Deacon Johnson wasDidacon of the
Word at the opening of the liturgy and Bishop Geotdurry of
Youngstown, Ohio was the presider. Bishop Mursyfarmally from
St. Bartholomew parish in Camden, New Jersey.

| attended several Faith Builder workshops andtiregiof the rosary
but I will basically concentrate on my time witretRucharistic
Adoration.

The Eucharistic Adoration Chapel that was estabtisét the Congress
was sopeaceful,so veryrelaxing, and verycalm. Even the way the
chapel was decorated, it was vesrene. It was a pleasure to sit si-
lently in prayerful reflection—spending time in tipgesence of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. During my schedtilee, | chose to
sit and meditate to the Blessed Sacrament in slerithis was the
opportunity for me to sit and meditate to the BéekSacrament in
silence. This was the opportunity for me to inttgrthe Eucharist
more deeply into my life to listen to what Jesusited to tell me. |
know that Jesus is powerful, all knowing, very loyiand truly present
in all our lives. As | meditated my thoughts refled to a Gospel song
| truly love to hear which | thought was most apgpiate during my
time (I changed some of the word®ne hour with the King will change
everything, one minute in His court changed my gins yes, and one
hour in His presence changes everything.

My visit with Jesus during Adoration was a lovingda
caring experience it brought me into the lighthohestly
felt His caring presence during my time in the Earddtic
Adoration Chapel and during the Eucharistic Litesi
I'm still on a spiritual high from Congress X.
Submitted by Carolyn J. Taylor
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AFRICAN AMERICAN CATHOLIC WORSHIP

The “African American Catholic Worship” was condedtby

Dr. Kevin Johnson, and was one of several workstaffered at the
Tenth National Black Catholic Congress from July1B? 2007 in
Buffalo, New York.

The workshop was designed to inspire us all to éxawhat we are
doing with musical opportunities in our church tgdaAs he stated
while the music groundwork has been laid for thesieians of this
new millennium, much is still left to do. In thi®ntury our music is
very different from the church of Clarence Rivef$iea Bowman,
Leon Roberts and other Black Catholic musical péoaeserved.

Why is the Ministry of Church Music in the Cathol@hurches so Im-
portant in the 21st century?

Affords an opportunity to serve the Lord in an weeti self-
sacrificing way.

Affords those not allowed to preach or teach anoojpity to
evangelize.

Builds discipline and promotes servitude.

Enhances and supports the choir member's Christida
(especially when the lyrics are studied and underst
Promotes creativity and builds self-esteem.

Hopefully creates an interest in the greater bddyturgical mu-
sic.

see the procession of an archbishop, bishopstgrad deacons Now that you know why church music is so importaire you ready?

and other laity enter and take their seats. Itwasderful to see

13

These are some of the observations that | digested
Continued on page 14.



Continued from page 13...African American Cathdliorship

All involved should know the structure and purpasfethe service: the Call, Hymn of Praise, and Brayer of Concession/
Intercession. The musicians are a part of the remagion and as such, should not leave the sewitbeut having worshipped them-
selves. Musicians should consider themselves tensignd not out on a “Saturday night live gig”.

The role of the church musician is to develop amgpsrt the worship service. The music should eoband not overwhelm the
worship service. The choir members and directoukhbe prepared technically and spiritually fog thusic. Further, the musicians
and choir members should have a Christian centdestlyle. The service should not be a perforneanica continuation of Saturday
night music. The musician does not create the mprservice, but rather the Holy Spirit does.

The musician needs spiritual preparation for hiser function, as well as choir members who shdédble to carry a tune, they
should not be stressed with too many services: aséhmorning service, an afternoon service anudhep to another church, and is
all to be covered by one fee for the musiciangdlar and choir members. Finally as a musiciadigactor you should stop and
evaluate your career and determine whether itrie to move on or not.

The director is responsible for enlightening thegregation on the history of the music hymns anectens. The church musicians
should be involved in other aspects of the churtlstly, the church musicians should be paid faiflyo
whom much is given, much is also required”.

Choir members must tithe and attend their rehesitsafiore a church service. This time is requicedttain a
fusion between the musicians and his or her faiith the lyrics that they sing. Don't sing about tiécs if
you can’t and don't live them. We must take oudr geriously. Don't cater to the Prima Donna oowlkoloist
to monopolize certain pieces, just to keep thenmthenchoir—rotate roles! Our church musicians andirch
members should be able and be prepared to witness.

Everyone will certainly not agree with all of mysayvations described above, which was digestdteanusic

workshop, but you must admit, they would buildw@dyttholy choir.
Submitted by Charlene A. Morris
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We have additional T-Shirts available like thosernvo
by our delegates at Congress X.

Be a part of history with the purchase of this tshir
These shirts are $10 plus $2 mailing charges. sBlea
send check or money order made payable to the Dio-
cese of Camden/BCM, and send to the Office of Black
Catholic Ministry, Diocese of Camden, P.0. Box 708,
Camden, NJ 08101.

First come, first served. There are 29 shirtslakbe
in sizes medium (3), large (7),XL (14) and 2X (5).
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ADVISORY COUNCIL ROSTER
2007-2008

St. Peter CalaestCherry Hill
Chairperson
Cheryl Wright
Vice-chairperson
Dolly Staton
Secretary

St. Bartholomew-Camden

St. Thomas More-Cherry Hill

Members:

Msgr. Edward D. Alleyne  Retired

J. Sherwood Brown St. Mary—Salem

Carolyn Chrisp St. Monica—Atlantic City
William Dolce St. Monica—Atlantic City
Kenneth A. Figgs Transfiguration-W. Collingswd
Rose M. Goodman St. John Neumaueklerville
Marie E. Jackson-Cannon  St. Bridget—Glassboro
Karen J. Johnson St. Katharine Drexel-Egg Harbor
Eudcay Jones St. Bridget—Glassboro

Rev. Gerard C. Marable St. Bartholomew—Camden
Deacon Vincent Okoro St. Andrew the Apostle-Gibbsboro
Msgr. Leonard G. Scott Holy Rosary—Cherry Hill

Lisa G. Scott St. Bartholomew—Camden
Carolyn J. Taylor St. Bartholomew-Camden
Ricardo V. Taylor St. Stephen—Pennsauken
Rev. Paul C. Wise St. Monica—Atlantic City
Earline M. Woodson St. Bridget—Glassboro

Director: Deacon William G. Johnson OBCM
Secretary: Cherryl L. Summers OBCM
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